GROOMING THE BELGIAN SHEEPDOG

The Belgian Sheepdog is a double-coated breed with a soft, wooly undercoat and hard guard hairs, or top coat.  The basic tools needed for grooming this type of coat are listed below:


Comb preferably with ½ medium and ½ fine tooth spacing)


Pin Brush (straight metal pins with or without ball tips)


Slicker Brush


Nail Clippers


Spray Bottle


Kwik Stop (styptic powder)


Scissors (blunt tip)

GROOMING THE COMPANION BELGIAN:

The Belgian Sheepdog’s coat is meant to protect in all weather conditions and regular grooming will keep the coat clean and free from mats, minimizing the need for frequent baths.  There are three things to remember:  1) Never brush a dry coat, 2) Work through the coat all the way to the skin – do not just “surface brush”, and 3) Do not bathe a matted dog – it will tighten the mats and make your job harder.

Begin by having your tools close at hand.  You will be working from the legs up – feet will be last.  [NOTE:  Grooming will be easier if you do one side at a time with the dog lying down.]  Fill the spray bottle with water and set spray to fine mist.  Misting one section of the body at a time, begin to brush your dog.

· LEGS – Using the slicker brush, gently brush the short hair up towards the body; brush/comb the long furnishings until all tangles are removed.  As you move up close to the body, check for tangles/mats in the armpit and inner thigh/groin areas and brush/comb until smooth.

· BODY/NECK – Using the pin brush, begin at the lowest part of the body and brush the belly hair and lower chest areas to the skin.  Use the comb to make sure tiny tangles did not escape the brushing.  Using your other hand to hold the hair back, brush/comb one section at a time thoroughly, working your way up the body a couple of inches at a time (line-brushing).  Do the same for the chest, neck and breeches (long, thick hair on the thighs).  Don’t forget to mist the coat as you brush.  This will help prevent coat breakage.

· TAIL – Working from the tail tip upwards, brush/comb until hair is tangle free.

· HEAD – Using a slicker brush and/or comb, smooth the hair on top and sides of the head and ears.  Pay close attention to the long hair at the base of the ears.  This hair is much softer and tangles/mats easily.  Use your comb to work any tangles out.  Hold any mats close to the skin (to avoid causing discomfort by pulling) and, starting at the outer edge, comb the tangle free.  Teeth:  Keep the teeth healthy and looking their best by regular cleaning.

· FEET – Clip nails at least every other week.  Rule of thumb: If you can hear the nails clicking on a hard surface, they should be clipped.  As you clip the end of the nail, look at the cut surface – stop cutting when you see a dark gray half-moon shape; you are close to the blood supply or quick.  If you do nick the quick and draw blood, apply Kwik Stop to the cut surface with a little pressure and the bleeding will stop.  Trimming: Using your scissors, trim the hair around the feet to give a neat appearance.  Also trim the hair between the pads even with the pad surface.  On front feet, trim any wispy hairs found in the area between the large foot pad and the pad located about 3” up on the back of the leg.  On back legs, trim the long hair on the back of the hock evenly so it looks straight and neat.

· FINAL TOUCH – Brush your dog’s coat against the lay and let your dog shake.  The coat will fall into place and your dog will look gorgeous.  Groom this way once a month with several thorough brushings in between and your dog’s coat will look great and be in excellent condition.  NOTE:  During the shedding season, you will need to groom more frequently to get the loose hair out before it mats.

· BATHING – If your dog needs a bath, use a good quality dog shampoo (human/baby shampoo is not PH balanced for a dog’s skin) sparingly.  Make sure there are no mats before bathing.  For ease of application, mix the shampoo 50/50 with water in a spray bottle and spray into wet coat.  Massage into coat and rinse until water is running clear.  Blow dry while brushing or allow to dry naturally. 

GROOMING FOR THE SHOWRING:

The Belgian Sheepdog is a natural breed and shown with a minimum of trimming.  The above instructions hold true whether your Belgian is the family companion or destined for the showring.  Some finer grooming points are noted below.  REMEMBER: Always mist the coat as you groom.  Additional tools used are:


8” Straight Blade Shears

Thinning Shears


Coat Dressing (mousse)

Dressing Stone (optional)


Blow Dryer

· HEAD – Whiskers may be trimmed close to the muzzle with the blunt scissors to give a cleaner look to the face.  This is a personal choice.  If the dog has an abundance of undercoat on the top and/or sides of the head, a dressing stone may be utilized to remove excess undercoat so the true head planes are revealed.  (example: Excess undercoat can cause the topskull to look rounded, camouflaging the proper head planes.)

· NECK/CHEST/BODY – Line-brushing (the procedure used above) is done 2-3 times a week to stimulate coat growth and keep the coat in top condition.  Straight, not ball-tip, pin brushes are used to avoid coat pull-out.  Coat dressing may be applied to sustain the full appearance of the just-groomed coat.  Blow the coat dry as you groom – use a cool setting.  Mane is brushed up towards the head, sides of body brushed slightly forward, and topline smoothed to show the level back.  Breeches are brushed down and back.

· LEGS/FEET – The 8” shears are used to make a single trim at the back of the hocks, only close enough to make a straight edge – you want to leave as much hair as possible.  Thinning shears are then used to blend and shape the trimmed area into a more natural appearance.  Thinning shears are also used to blend the hair between the toes – gently pull the hair up between the toes and blend with the thinning shears until even with the rest of the foot hair.  Some people hand pluck this hair to remove the old growth.  Nails are kept shorter than floor length by trimming at least once a week and the hair trimmed around the foot to accentuate the proper cat-foot appearance.

There is a myriad of products available to enhance your dog’s appearance.  The use of any product is a personal preference.  One of the best ways to learn the finer points of show grooming is to spend time observing at dog shows and asking questions.  Enjoy!

Lynn South

Phoenix Belgian Sheepdogs

