
BLACKFOREST BELGIAN SHEEPDOGS®

The Smart Start: A Guide to Raising Your Belgian Sheepdog Puppy

Puppies are like sponges — they learn quickly, soaking up both the good and the bad habits with
equal speed. Because Belgian Sheepdogs are exceptionally intelligent, active, and sensitive, the
way you shape their behavior in the first few months makes all the difference.

1. Positive Training & The Clicker (Day One)

Training  should  start  the  very  day  your  puppy  comes  home.  Because  Belgians  are  highly
sensitive,  harsh  corrections  will  shut  them  down.  Instead,  rely  entirely  on  positive
reinforcement.

Introduction to Clicker Training

A clicker  is  a  tiny device  that  makes  a  distinct  click sound.  It  tells  the  puppy exactly  which
behavior earned the reward. For excellent video demonstrations and tutorials on mastering this
technique, search Google or YouTube for "Karen Pryor Clicker training."

Charging the Clicker: Sit with your puppy and a handful of small, high-value treats. Click,
then immediately give a treat. Repeat 10 to 15 times until the puppy looks at you expecting a
treat the moment they hear the click.

Capturing Basics: Use the clicker to capture natural behaviors. The moment their rear hits
the floor for a Sit, or they look up at you for Focus/Look, click and treat.

Keep training sessions short, 5 to 10 minutes several times per day. This mental exercise will tire
your puppy out more effectively than physical exertion alone.

2. Thoughtful Socialization: Watch and Learn

Belgian Sheepdogs are naturally very vigilant and protective dogs. If you force them into scary
situations, you risk creating a fearful or reactive adult.

The "Watch and Learn"  Approach: Socialization  does  not  mean  forcing  your  puppy  to
interact with every person, dog, or object they see. Instead, find a quiet spot to sit, let your
puppy watch the world go by from a safe distance, and reward them for remaining calm and
neutral.
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Enrolling in Class

To build social confidence and focus around distractions, enroll your puppy in a dedicated puppy
class early on. Plan to start formal classes right around 12 weeks of age, once they have received
their age-appropriate vaccinations. Most places let you start prior to the rabies shot, as long as
the initial puppy vaccine series is underway.

3. Navigating Fear Periods

Because of their observant nature, Belgian Sheepdog puppies undergo noticeable "fear periods"
where things that never bothered them before suddenly become terrifying.

First Period: Usually occurs between 8 to 11 weeks.

Second Period: Often hits during adolescence, anywhere between 6 to 14 months.

If your puppy suddenly barks at a trash can or refuses to approach a bench, do not force them.
Remain calm, use a cheerful tone, throw treats near the object, and let them investigate at their
own pace. Forcing them during these windows can permanently imprint the fear.

4. The Long-Term Goal: High-Level Training

To achieve a truly obedient, well-behaved adult dog, plan to commit to consistent, active training
up to  18 months of age.  A young Belgian's brain is still developing through adolescence, and
stopping too early can lead to regression.

Setting milestone goals helps keep your training structured. Aim for these progressive titles to
channel their working drive:

Training Level / Title Focus Area Ideal Timeline

AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy
Basic manners, socialization, and owner

commitment.

Graduation of puppy

class (under 1 year)

Canine Good Citizen (CGC)
Advanced polite behavior, calmness around

crowds, and distraction control.
Around 10 to 14 months

Companion Dog (CD)
Formal obedience, precise heelwork, and

structured stays.
14 to 18 months+
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Training Resources

For more training guides, printable schedules, and updates, please visit our website at:
https://blackforestbelgians.com/puppy-owner-resources
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